them. If one feels their burden, it is because one is still limited
enough to attach weight to them. . . . The Classical civilization
as it drew to a close won for the first time its property in the world
by having broken down the world's power and * divinity ? and
recognized its impotence and c jealousy/ It is the same with the
spirit. When I have reduced it to a ghost, and its power over me to
a scarecrow, then it is to be regarded as dethroned, deconsecrate,
dedivinized, and I use it, just as unconcernedly as one uses
Nature/5 So Stirner, for all his caricature-like exaggeration, comes
very near to the " magic idealism " that Novalis preached.

The founder of the so-called wish-theology was Ludwig Feuer-
bach, son of the famous criminologist Anselm, Ritter von Feuer-
bach. He began as a pupil of Hegel, but soon diverged from him, in
that he regarded the " Absolute Spirit" as the departed spirit of
theology still hovering ghostlike around the Hegelian philosophy,
and the latter as only apparently the negation of theology and in
reality just theology over again. His principal works are Das
We sen des Christentums (1841) and the Vorlesungen uber das
We sen der Religion, which he delivered at Heidelberg in the winter
of 1848-9 and shortly afterwards published in book-form. His
basic idea, repeated with tiresome tirelessness in all his works, is
contained in the sentence: " As the kernel of natural religion is Na-
ture, but Nature as object and essence of human wishes and human
imagination, so the kernel of spiritual religion, of Christianity, is
Man, but Man as object and essence of human wishes, imagina-
tion, and abstraction." Homo homini deus est. God did not create
men after His image, but men created God and gods after their
image. Man is the beginning, the mid point, and the end of religion,
and the secret of theology is anthropology. An idea of idiotic
simplicity, that solves every enigma at one blow and brings Feuer-
bach to the declaration that " in the domain of Nature there is
still plenty that is incomprehensible, but the secrets of religion,
which have their source in men, can be known to their deepest
foundations/*

The ethic that flows from this new theology is something like
this: As the poet no longer calls on the Muse, as the sick man no
longer hopes for healing from prayer, but from the doctor, so in
time men will cease to regard the laws of conduct as God's laws.
The place of belief in God will be taken by belief in ourselves (here
emerges the Straussian equation, the Son of Divinity is Human-
ity) . In the beginning the wonders were worked, in the belief of